
Sample sheet for exercises – IDEA

Girl with a pearl earring,J. Vermeer: She’s a light in the dark….” (J.Jones,from the Guardian,Nov.2002).

	                                                        Plan of the lesson

TITLE: PORTRAITS AND FACES :Girl with a pearl earring,by J.Vermeer: “She is a light in the dark…..”(J.Jones,The Guardian,Nov.2002). 

	Exercices/duration 
	Preparation/Media/Material 
	Student’s  activities 

	1) 10 min

  
 


 
	Colour pictures of  a)the portrait “Girl with a pearl earring”,by  J. Vermeer

b) the film poster with the same title,directed by P.Webber;

c)the novel cover by Tracy Chevalier.

Teachers can find the pictures under:

Http://girl-with-a-pearl-earring.20m.com
http://www.tchevalier./gwape
www.firth.com/gwape.html
http://essentialvermeer.20m.com
 
	1) Ss identify the items a),b),c) and put them in chronological order

2) then they find out the names of the authors (painter,novelist,director)

3) Class discussion: ss answer simple questions aiming at pooling information and establishing the connection between the 3 different artistical outputs: 1)Have you seen the film? Did you like it? Who were the main characters? Where was it set?

4) Do you think the film was inspired by the novel? If so,what was the source of inspiration for the novel itself? (motivation to portrait’s analysis).

5) The T. asks ss to concentrate on the portrait only and gives them a few seconds to express their first impression/sensation by associating two adjectives to the girl’s picture. 




	 2) 25 min

3)5-10 min 
	Photocopies of work sheets with questionnaire for a guided portrait analysis. 

(see appendix 1)

Dictionaries.

Colour photocopy of the portrait “Girl with a pearl earring”.

Teachers can find material for portrait analysis in 

http://edsitement.neh.gov 

(educators may reproduce this worksheet as needed for classroom use)

Dictionaries

T. can find the poem in the sasss assasame site 
	GUIDED PORTRAIT ANALYSIS

Ss answer the questions individually and then check in pairs.  T. supervises and helps ss with vocabulary and question comprehension.

Questionnaire main points:

1) Description of the subject

2) Type of portrait

3) The artist’s style 

4) Other

5) Summary

Oral follow-up:

Referring back to the summary,the T. elicits Ss to express orally their opinions,feelings and personal appreciation of the portrait.


 Sample sheet for exercises – IDEA

	                                                        Plan of the 2nd lesson

TITLE: PORTRAITS AND FACES: Girl with a pearl earring: a poem.

	Exercices/duration 
	Preparation/Media/Material 
	Student’s  activities 

	1) 10 min

  
 

2) 5-10 min

3) 5min.

4) 10 min

5) 10 min

6) 5-10min


	Photocopies of J.Updike’s poem “Head of a Girl,at the Met”* (Metropolitan Museum) along with comprehension exercises.

Blackboard.

T. will find the text in  

http://girl-with-a-pearl-earring.20m.com
          
The same.

Dictionaries.Photocopies of poem,portrait’s colour pictures.

Dictionaries. Photocopies of Vermeer’s short biography with accompanying exercises. (see appendix 3) .

See:http//essentialvermeer.20m.com/vermeer’slife.htm 
	1. Comprehension and analysis of the poem: a)Ss read the poem silently to get the gist of the text  b) T. reads the text aloud and explains/translates unknown words and difficult phrases. 

2. Further reading/comprehension exercises: a.True/false statements plus correction of false statements in pairs. (see Appendix 2). Then T. checks with class. 

3. Further exploitation (linking up with portrait visual analysis): Ss underline all the words/verbs/phrases which relate to:the girl’s clothing/parts of the face/facial expressions. (Pair work).

4. Oral follow-up :T.verifies/ confronts Ss choices and asks them to identify which part of the girl’s portrait most attracted the poet’s attention: her turban and earring/her mouth/the gaze in her eyes/her averted head (on the blackboard).
5. Ss  work in pairs and try to add one more four-line stanza to the poem. (Pair writing). Then they read it aloud to the class in turn.

Reading/comprehension: Ss read about Vermeer’s life and fill in a form with the information requested (skimming and scanning). They check in pairs;then the T. checks with the whole class. 

Oral follow-up: Ss ask and answer in pairs about Vermeer’s life following the plan provided by the form.                               


Portraits and faces: Girl with a pearl earring, J. Vermeer.

Appendix 1: Guide to portrait analysis based on a list of questions used by art historians.

Describe the subject: 

Gender and approximate age: ________________________________________________

Clothing:​_________________________________________________________________​​​__

Pose (standing,sitting upright,relaxed,sprawled out,lying down,active)____________________   

Does the subject appear to be looking at the viewer or at something else?____________________

How does the subject ‘s gaze make you feel about the subject?_____________________

What kind of expression does the subject have?____________________________________

If you could ask the subject a few questions,what would they be?____________________________________________________________________________ 

If the subject could talk to you,what would he/she say?____________________________  

________________________________________________________________________________ 

Describe the type of the portrait:
Full- length,half-length,3/4 length or bust (head and shoulders only)?________________________

Describe the setting or background: is it a “backdrop” (as in a modern-day photographer’s studio) or a specific place?________________________________________________________________

Describe the artist’s style:

If a painting,does the portrait resemble a photograph?_____________________________________ 

Is the painting completely realistic or not? If not,what parts of it are not realistic?_______________

What colours stand out in the painting?_______________________________________________ 

Other: Does a particular feature stand out or catch your eye?_______________________________

What objects were included in the painting? Why do you think they were  included?_____________ 

Summary:

What do you think the painter wanted to make us believe or feel about the subject?

How do you actually feel about the subject in the portrait? Do you think you would like/admire the person if you could meet?__________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________

Appendix 2: Head of a girl,at the Met,a poem by J.Updike.

Vermeer’ girl in your turban and pearl

I saw you once in The Hague,some sixteen years ago

And now in New York as part of this visiting show.

You haven’t changed,you famous girl,

Your lower lip as moist and thoughtful

As the painter’s touch could render it,your eyes

Resting sideways on mine,their gaze weighted by

That fullness of a woman’s eyeball.

I, I have changed by a great deal

Hair brown then now gray,heart fresh as paint

Veined now by the crackling of too many days

Hung in the harsh sun of the real.

You will outlive me,artful girl,

And with averted head will rest your moment’s glance 

On centuries of devotees (barring mischance),

the light in your eyes like the light on your pearl.

Comprehension: true/false exercise.

1. The poet first saw the portrait when he was sixteen.

2. The portrait is momentarily on exhibition in New York.

3. The girl’s lower lip is wet and shows the girl’s thoughtful mood.

4. The girl’s gaze is made more intense by the bigness of her eyes

5.  The girl’s eyes look straight directly into the poet’s eyes.

6. The poet hasn’t changed much over the years.

7. He has changed both inside and outside.

8. He feels older and weaker because of the sun’s hard radiation in the years

9. Hard life experiences have made him grow older and weaker.

10. The portrait girl will surely survive the poet.

11. A lot of pious devoted admirers will rest in prayer in front of her picture.

12. Lots of art lovers will devotedly admire her moment’s glance in the centuries to come.

	Appendix 3:  Fill in the form with the data requested: J.Vermeer’s biography: reading/comprehension (oral follow up)
	
	
	
	

	Date/place of birth


	
	
	
	

	Father’s name and job


	
	
	
	

	 Mother’s name
	
	
	
	

	Family status/religious confession


	
	
	
	

	Artistic formation


	
	
	
	

	Date of marriage

Wife’s name and religious confession


	
	
	
	

	Number of children
	
	
	
	

	Family circumstances:main facts
	
	
	
	

	Career
	
	
	
	

	Patron’s name
	
	
	
	

	N° of surviving paintings

Died in:


	
	
	
	



