	Plan of the lesson

TITLE:  Symbols and Publicity: The symbolism of the  Rose trough ages

LEVEL: B2

	Activity Language: ENGLISH                                      (  L1            x L2          

	Author :  European Team of EU Project  “IDEA”

	Timing /skills
	Preparation/   Material 
	Procedure  for lesson 1                                                      

	1) 10min

reading and speaking

2)20min reading/comprehension

3) 20min        

writing,speaking

4)5min   speaking

1) 5-10min

reading and speaking.

2)15 min reading,global comprehension,speaking

3)10 minutes 

reading,comprehension

4)10 min writing

5) 5-10 min speaking

  

 6) 5-10 min speaking
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	· Photocopies with the definition of symbol and text 1 plus exercises (see Appen-dix 1).

· Dictionaries

· Blackboard

· Teachers can find the materials in : www.symbol@Everything.com.htm;

· www.whitedragon.org.uk/articles/rose.htm 

The passage chosen is an abridged version of some paragraphs from “The Romance of the Rose” by Anthony Roe.

          
Photocopies of  the text (in Appendix 2) plus exercises. 

The text is an abridged version of  some passages from “The Romance of the Rose” by Anthony Roe,visible in the second site quoted above.

Dictionaries.

Blackboard.


	· give each student a photocopy

· read through the definition of symbol and check comprehension;give Students some other examples of common symbols (a dove,an olive tree branch,the colour black/white,etc.) and discuss meanings.

· Group work:ask students to find out other common symbols encountered in everyday life

· Each group reports back to the class what symbols they have found out;the teacher makes a list on the blackboard

· Students read silently through text 1 about the symbolism of the Rose in the pagan world

· The teacher and students alternate in reading through the text aloud; the teacher explains difficult passages and major cultural references concerning myth characters or historical figures/events 

· Students answer the questionnaire in pairs,then teacher checks orally by asking single students in turn.

· Personalization: the Teacher asks students some questions about the text to get the students’ personal response/appreciation (see Appendix 1).

· LESSON II.
· Give each student a photocopy,read pre-reading questions: 1) Do you know any symbolical use of the Rose in the Christian religion?  2) Do you know any works of art or literature,produced in Christian times,where the Rose symbolism appears evidently?

· Students brainstorm the questions in pairs or small groups.

· The teacher makes a brief oral survey of the brainstorming activity.

· Students read the text silently to get the gist of it;then they do a true/false exercise in pairs (see Appendix 2).

· The teacher checks the exercise with the class.

· The teacher reads the text aloud and stops to explain either vocabulary or complex syntax constructions and concepts/notions unknown to students.Students listen and take notes.

· students answer questionnaire in pairs.

· The teacher checks the answers to the questionnaire by asking single students a question in turn.

· Follow-up: students ask and answer the questions in pairs.




1 ) Appendix 1: Definition of symbol.

A visible sign or representation of an idea; anything which suggests an idea or quality, or another thing , by resemblance or by convention; an emblem, a representation; a type; a figure; as the lion is the symbol of courage; the lamb is the symbol of meekness or patience.
 2 ) TEXT I.
Ancient authors highlight the ritual use of the rose in Greek life. The Iliad, about the siege of Troy, tells how the body of Hector, killed by Achilles to avenge the death of Patroclus, was annointed with rose oil by Aphrodite and then embalmed by the Goddess. Greek myths accentuate the symbolic nature of the rose. The most famous surround Aphrodite (Venus) as Goddess of love. She sprang forth into life from the foam of the sea, and where the foam fell to the ground white roses grew. This and later myths about Aphrodite display the dual nature of love: purity and innocence represented by white roses; desire and sensual gratification by red ones. In one story she runs to help her wounded lover Adonis and catches her flesh on the thorns of the white rose bush. Her blood falling on the bush turns the roses red, symbolising the way innocence and purity change to fecundity and  motherhood when blood is shed through menstruation and parturition. In the 5th century bce Anacreon composed an ode in praise of the rose, its beauty, perfume, power to heal and the esteem in which it was held by the Gods.

As in Greek mythology, the rose plays a recurring and symbolic role in Roman legends. Although the names differ, there is a basic similarity in many of the stories. One myth parallels that of Aphrodite rescuing Adonis and symbolises the connection between blood, sexual fulfilment and red roses. Venus loved Adonis but was also pursued by Mars, the God of war, who would have killed Adonis had not Venus warned her lover of the dangers he faced. In her haste to save him, she slipped in a rose bed and scratched her legs. Red rose bushes grew from the blood that flowed from her wounds onto the ground. Rose wreaths were awarded by the Romans as a mark of honour for a major military success, and indeed in later ages for every minor victory. Rose petals were scattered in the path of the victors at the Games.. The Emperor Nero (37 - 68 ce) started the fashion for raining rose petals on guests at feasts. The Romans used roses in abundance at funerals, and garlanded their tombs with rose wreaths. Rose buds were offered to the departed during the festival called Rosalia. The rose was a symbol of life because of its beauty, a symbol of death because of the inevitable withering of its blooms and a symbol of eternal life because of its association with the Gods.

Questionnaire I. 

1) In which episode of the Iliad is a ritual use of rose oil mentioned?

2) Who was Aphrodite in Greek mythology?

3) How was she born?

4) How are white roses associated to her birth?

5) Who was Adonis in Greek myths?

6) What happened to Aphrodite while she was trying to help Adonis?

7) What does Aphrodite’s bloodshedding mean?

8) What does a white rose stand for?

9) What does a red rose stand for?

10) How was Aphrodite called by the Romans?

11) Is the Roman story told in the text similar or different from the Greek one?

12) Which Roman Emperor started the fashion of showering rose petals on guests?

13) The texts mentions a number of other symbolical associations of  the Rose in Roman times:list them shortly.

2) Oral follow-up for class discussion.

1) Which part of the text/which pieces of information did you find more interesting?

2) Which aspects of the Rose symbolism in the ancient world do you like best?

3) Which of the symbolical associations/meanings of the Rose struck you most?

APPENDIX II

Text II

After the fall of the Roman Empire its pagan symbolism gradually changed and was incorporated into the Christian symbolism of the Middle Ages. Although the many gods of the pagans were countered by the three-fold godhead of the Christian Trinity - of which a very old and secret tradition reckoned the Holy Ghost as feminine - the Christians yet lacked a female deity to whom  they  could channel the devotion which had hitherto been shown to the Goddesses of the Ancient World. They lacked a symbol representing the different aspects of femininity - innocence, purity, fecundity and motherhood, as represented by Aphrodite and other great Goddesses. This dilemma gave rise to the Cult of Mary, the Mother of God. Marianism adopted the rose as her symbol, and Mary was addressed as the Mystic Rose in her litanies, as the perfect symbol of love and beauty. The rose was incorporated in many works of art and literature, and by association with the myth of Christ and the acts of the saints it was associated with pain, death and martyrdom. It became the chalice of redemption or cup of blessings. The Mary Cult revered the Virgin as the symbol of purity and motherhood simultaneously. The paradox of the virgin birth was accepted as a mystery. 

The oldest meaning of the word "rosary" was a rose-garden (rosarium), the enclosed rose-garden of Marianism. Later it came to refer to the strings of beads, made of dried rose hips or carved from rose-wood, that monks used for counting their prayers, originally paternosters but Hail Marys by the 12th century. Gradually the enclosed rose-garden dedicated to Mary and used for spiritual contemplation became a garden associated more with the courtly ideas of chivalric love and, later still, a garden where earthly lovers could meet.The religious symbolism of the rose became increasingly secularised. It became a symbol of human love and also of kingly power. In England the white rose was associated with the House of York and the red rose with the House of Lancaster. When the Wars of the Roses ended in 1485 the heraldic badge of the Tudor rose, which Henry VII incorporated to symbolise the merging of the two dynastic families, was a small white rose upon a red one. It is still the badge of the royal house of England.

1) True/false exercise. Correct the false statements.

a) After the fall of the Roman Empire,the pagan symbolism disappeared completely.
b) The Holy Ghost was considered feminine in an old secret tradition.
c) Early Christians didn’t have a female deity to dedicate their devotion to.
d) The Cult of Mary or Marianism,adopted the Rose as Mary’s symbol. 
e) The myth of Christ  was never associated to the Rose
f) Originally the word “rosary” meant rose-garden.
g) Later it came to refer to the garden where monks used to pray.
h) From the 12th century on, it became gradually associated to earthly love.
i) In England the White Rose was associated with the House of Lancaster and the Red one with the House of York.
j) The heraldic badge of the Royal House of England has three roses on it: a white one,a pink one and a red one.

QUESTIONNAIRE. Answer the following questions:

1)What aspects of femininity did the ancient Goddesses represent?

2) What is the  Christian “dilemma” the text refers to?
3)How was the Virgin Mary addressed to in traditional litanies? Why?
4)Which other symbolical meanings did the Rose assume in connection to Christ and other saints?
5)What was the Virgin herself a symbol of?
6)Who was the enclosed rose-garden originally dedicated to?
7) What did the monks do with the string of beads called “rosarium”?
8)When did Hail Marys replace paternosters?
9)Which secular meanings did the rose-garden take on,in time?List them from the text.
10) What can you see on the heraldic badge of the Tudors?


